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S ECT. 1. Of the fir ff Appointment of the Sacrament, 5 
% 07 the different Names by which the Sacra- 5 
| ment is called, 8 5 40 Card det” 10 


III. | Bepoftulatory Eran with 13 who ne- 
Alec to partale of the Sacrament from in- 
attention or zdlenefs, e as 3 


IV. nh, 9 of theſe Frans and Scrudles, 4 
which many are prevented from attendi ng 


a the Sacrament, 8 — | 9 
v. de Benefits to be txpefted from rreciving 
the Sacrament, - = Pf 


” E the Preparation nears, |] 55 39 
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Ir will be ee to: alt eee Ss. 
cation, that the following pages aim nei- 


ther at novelty nor elegance. The writer of 
them has endeavoured to convey his ſenti- 
ments in the plaineſt manner of 
ſubject is ſuſceptible, and our language will 


which the 


admit. He flatters himſelf, that there is no 


intelligible. If it ſhould be aſked, why, when 
ſo many tracts of the ſame nature already 
exiſt, he ſhould think it neceſſary to add 


to them; he replies, - firſt, that it is but too 
apparent that, however much may have been 


done, by the labours of his predeceſſors, 
much remains ſtill undone, ſince there are 
multitudes of perſons, every where to be met 
with, even far advanced in years, who, in 
their moral conduct, are by no means flagi- 
tious, and who would be ſhocked at the im- 
pautation of impiety, who have hitherto lived, 


and are ſtill continuing to live in the total 


. l of a — and expreſs command of 


A 7 2 5 their 


fy viſible difſatisfaction with a on Hr 6 
account of their diſohedience, or any appre- 
henſions of the conſequenee: he replies 1 
condly, that new books will ſometimes be 
read, merely becauſe they are new; while, 


for the oppoſite reaſon, old books, however 


| ſuperior in merit, are neglected: he replies, 
laſtly (and on this anſwer he chiefly reſts), 
that he has never yet ſeen a tract on the Lord's 
ſupper, which comes up to his idea of plain- 


neſs. To write ſo as to be thoroughly under- 
ſtood by the common people, may perhaps 
require a mediocrity: oft 
low which the generality of thoſe, who give 
themſelves to the public, poſſeſs. It is pro- 


4 bable that many of them ſet out as he has 
done, with a full purpoſe to make themſelves 


intelligible to the loweſt capacities, but, he 


thinks; that, in the ardour of compoſition, | 


their ideas have run away with them, and 
that they, in conſequence, have failed. Whe- 
ther the ſame may not be objected to bicaſels, 


muſt be left to his readers to determine. 11% 
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00 the F irft Appointment of the Sacrament. 


T HE firſt queſtion which a perſon entitely : 
1 uninformed about the matter would put 
to mib when 1 called on him to receive the 
Sacrament, would be this, Who appointed 5 
it? To which the Scriptures ſupply a ready 
anſwer, It was Jeſus Chriſt. He would then 
| (ſuppoſing him till uninformed) immediately 5 
inquire, Who is Jeſus Chriſt, and why am 
under an obligation to comply with his ap- 
pointment? To this I ſhould return, Jeſus 
Chriſt is the only Son of the moſt high God, 
who about eighteen hundred years ago, when 
mankind, from the tranſgrefſion of their firſt 
parent, and from their own iniquities, were in 
> A 3 aae fallen 


+ * 


— . — — 
F 


K. 
I MM ** 


8 GI 
ae 


d * 


aca 


— 


— 7 WF a re 
\s 2 n r 
4 
* 


3 


5 . 
3 x ya: 
* — A 
. 


= HS 
2 Ex 


— 
- 


- 32 how 2 


r 12 


DNN. eee 


— K n . 

— Ep „ e * fly 

© OE + -> Joe WEL ea 3 ws — ALI 2 
r 


* ma” 9 
Are 


Sr. 


ER EE 


— Ae 
pgs et 


_ 2. res 
RES 
_—- 5 
— * 


ws oy nan. * 


— 


1 


Aa Gita: conilition; objects of God's 2 ; 

ſure, and entirely ignorant what they were to 
do to avoid it, came down from heaven to 

live amongſt us, like us in every thing, ſin 


alone excepted. The grand purpoſes" of his 


| coming one theee ; ; firſt, to give us certainty, 


with reſpect to a reſurrection from the dead, 


and a future ſtate of rewards and puniſn- 


ments ;" ſecondly, to teach us, both by pre- 
cept and example, how we ought to ſerve 
God, and behave towards each other; thirdly, 


70 ſhed his blood for the rem Mon of ſims *, and 
to become the autbor eternal ele unto 
all them that obey bim f. Th 


e condition, you 
muſt obſerve, of our obtaining through him 
this eternal ſalvation i is, obedience to his laws; 
if this be wanting, as far as concerns us, he 
will haye ſuffered in vain. The whole life 
of Jeſus, from the time of his entering on his 
public miniſtry, was ſpent in doing good =D 
he was ever engaged either in inſtructing the 
minds, or healing the bodies of men. This 
latter he uſed to perform in a miraculous 
manner, making the blind to ee, the deaf 
to hear, the lame to walk; ſometimes with 
a touch, ſometimes with, a word, ſometimes 
without even ſeeing the: object whom he re- 
lieved. We have e inſtances re- 


. . l. 2 5. t Hb. 5, 
5 A. „ . R 


. 0 
4 of his raiſing the dead. His life an 
converſation were particularly diſagreeable, 


on various accounts, to the perſons in power 


in the country in which he lived; they all 
along hated him, and accordingly laid many) 
plans to inſnare and deſtroy him. Theſe were 
for ſome time defeated, partly by his irre- 
proachable manners, and partly by the favour 
in which he ſtood with the people in general; 
but at laſt, when the time was arrived origi- 
nally. intended for his death, he voluntarily 
ſuffered his enemies to prevail; he allowed 
the plot of one of his followers againſt him 
to take effect; he ſubmitted to every kind of | 
indignity 5 inſult; and, to crown all, he 
graciouſly n re to undergo a moſt 
painful and ſhameful death on the croſs. Ixt 


was on the very night on which he was de- 


livered up to his adverſaries, and a very ſhort 
time before his ſubmitting to. theſe ſufferings | 
and this death, that he appointed, to be per- 
petually obſerved, the ceremony which we 
are now conſidering. His firſt inſtitution or 
8 of it, is told nearly in the ſame 
WR 15 7 * three of the four perſons who 
„„ have 


» $ Baume the other WY who has left u us an account 
of our Saviour's life, has made no mention of the ap- 
ee of the Lord's ſupper z this, however, i is no ar- 
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St, Marr. ch. xxvi, 


26 And, as they v were | 


_ eating, Jeſus took 
bread, and bleſſed it, 


and brake it, and gave 
it to the diſciples, and 
faid, Take, gg " this 
ia my 


27 And | took the |c 


cup, and gave thanks, 


ms gave it to them, | gave it to them; and 


2 Drink ye all 


we For this is my 
blood of the new teſ- 


tament, which is ſhed 


for many for the re- 
os. of fins. 


"CC 


| 8. War, ch. xiv. 


22 And, as they dia 
eat, Jeſus took bread, 
and bleſſed, and brake 
it, and gave to them, 
and ſaid, Take, eat; 
this is my body. 

23 And he took the | 
cup; and, when he 
had given thanks, he 


they all drank of it. 
24 And he ſaid 

to them, This is 

blood of the:new 

tament, which is ſhed 


for e 


FT 


I] 


Su 


en. ros, ch. «xii. 


8 he book bread, | 


and gave thanks, and 

brake it, and gave un- 

to them, ſaying, This 

is my body, which is 

iven for you : this 

o in remembranceof 
me. 

20 Likewiſe alſo the 
cup after ſupper, ſay- 
ing, This cup is the 
new teſtament in my 


| load, which is hed | 


for you. 


. 


To theſe I ſhall fabjoin W ct. Faul fays 


on the ſame ſubject, 1 Cor. xi. 23. 


have left us accounts of his life, St.Matthew, 2 

St. Mark, and. St. Luke: I will put down 
what they have ſaid concerning it in ſeparate 
columns, that dh endl may have. the l 
before him at once. 1 | : 


* 


For 


] have received of the Lord, that which 
de alfo I delivered unto you, that the Lord 


* Jeſus, the ſame night in which he was be- 
"* trayed, took bread:—24 And when he had 


gument againſt its importance, fince it is generally agreed, 


that he wrote to ſupply what the other three had omitted; 


& given thanks, he brake it, and faid, Take, 5 


and we accordingly find, that he touches but ſlightly, and 


even totally omits many other very n circumſtances 


which they have related, 


* 


ce eat, 


EFF 


«eat; this is my body, which 1 bros Y 

% you: this do in remembrance of me.—25 
«© After the ſame manner alſo he tobł the cup, ; 
«when he had ſupped, faying, This cup is 
© the new teſtament in my blood: this do, 
«* as ot as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. 
226 For as often as ye eat this bread, and 
48 2 this cup, ye do ſhew The” LOS 
death till he come. 

From the whole of theſe accounts we ga- 
Pi that. Jeſus: Chriſt, the very night on 
which he was delivered up to his enemies, 5 
ſupped with his twelve uſual companions; 
that, after the meal was ended, he took a loaf, 
and having given thanks to God over it, he 
broke it to pieces, and. gave it amongſt them, 
uſing words to this effect, Take and eat 
* this bread, which is a ſign, token, repre- 
ſentation, or memorial ſ̃ of my body, which 
is going to be pierced or broken for you.“ 
And that after this, he took a cup of wine, 
and having given thanks over that alſo, ' he. 
delivered it to them, laying, 1 * Dtink | ye all 


* It i is not of importance, bs we conſider the | 
words contained in this laſt vagal as eee 1 our Sa- 
viour, or by St. Paul. | 


* This was clearly his Went and: he nal fo | 

granted that they would underſtand it, They could not, 
they did not ſuppoſe that the bread was in reality his body, | 
MN 1 A rt it t repreſented ity that it ood for it. 


ns; of 


. 10 3, Toa N 
« of this, for this is a 6gn; token, repreſenta- 50 
< tion, or memorial of my blood, through 
1 « the ſhedding of which, God has entered 
4 into a new covenant with man, by which, 
e on certain conditions, man obtains forgive- 
<* neſs of his ſins: this ceremony you, and all 
* my followers to the end of the world, w_ 
9 10 perform i in remembrance of me; for as 
booften as ye do it, ye do ſhew forth, as it 

| © were act over, the circumſtances of my 

* death.” This I take to hans been Chriſt's 2 
real and full mains 

' EON 2 FR 
On the different Names by which the above Ce- 


remony 1s called. 


IRST, it is called the Dans 8 i 
The reaſon of this is ſufficiently clear: it 
was at the laſt ſupper, of which our Lord 
partook with his diſciples, that he laid his 
commands on them to perform * action in 
remembrance of him. 
Secondly, it is called TAE SACRAMENT. 
Our church acknowledges another Sacrament, 
the Sacrament of Baptiſm; but wherever Tye 
SACRAMENT is mentioned, without any ad- 
dition, the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 


is intended, The reaſon of this name having 
been 


Ew 


been given to it ſcems to be this; the oath | 
taken by ſoldiers to be faithful to their leader, 


was called by the Latins, Sacramentum (in 
Engliſh a Sac 


Chriſt to be our maſter, and do, as it were, 


enter into a ſolemn eee to 1 faithful | 


and obedient to him. 
Thirdly, it is called Tax ee 
T he meaning of the word communion is, a 


partaking of ſomething in common, or to- 
gether. As we Chriſtians partake of the 
Lord's Supper in common, or together, with- _ 
out diſtinction of ranks, and without any dif- 


| ference either of acquaintances or ſtrangers, it 
comes thence to be named The Communion, 
Fourthly, it is called THE EUCHARIST. 


This word ſignifies the act of giving thanks. 


Now we partake of the Lord's Supper in 


grateful femembrance of his death; it is our 


moſt ſolemn manner of offering our gratitude 
to him; and on that account it has obtained 
the name of The Euchariſt. 5 


I will endeavour to phy "rg as L may: 
not have a more proper opportunity of doing 


it, how the term myſtery, or myſteries, came 
to be applied to the Lord's Supper. Among 


ſome of thoſe nations to whom Chriſtianity 


was firſt publiſhed, there were particular ce- 
25 8 remonies 


ament) : now, by partaking of 
the Lord's Supper, we clearly acknowledge 
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 reinonies in, their religions, which were: com- 


municated only to ſelect perſons, and from 
taking any part in which the unlearned and 
the vulgar were excluded. The firſt inſtruc- 
tion in theſe ceremonies was called the Initi- 
ation, and the ceremonies themſelves were 


termed Myſteries: The word M yſtery means 


neither more nor leſs than ſomething hidden 


or ſecret: Now, in the article of conceal- 


ment, there was a near reſemblance between 
the above-mentioned ceremonies in the Pagan 
Religions, and the Lord's Supper; for not 


only all infidels were carefully excluded from 
this latter, but many belidvers: alſo; thoſe, 
for inſtance, who, though profeſſing them 
ſelves Chriſtians, had not yet been baptized ; 
and thoſe who, having committed any groſs 


ſin, had not yet received the abſolution of 
the church. The perſecutions, likewiſe, to 
which they were ſubject from the Jews and 


Heathens, made the early Chriſtians ſtudious 


of ſecrecy in their celebration of this rite. 
Now it ſeems to have been owing to this, 


that the name of a m yſtery was originally 


given to the Lord's Supper; and though, pro- 
bably, it was at firſt beſtowed invidiouſly by 


the adverſaries of the Chriſtians; in proceſs of 
time it came to be adopted by themſelves. 


or * 
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Jo you 1 8 FE, ever was. . * 
perſon as Jeſus Chriſt, and that he was 
an int the world to inſtruct and to ſave 
mankiad ? If you do not, why do you call 
2 Chriſtian; why were you baptized, | 
or, at leaſt, why did you take upon yourſelf, 
at your confirmation, the vows made for you 
by your godfathers and godmothers at your 
_ baptiſm ; zi why do you come to church; why 


do you join with thoſe who call Chriſt their 


maſter, in any one act of religion? But if 
vou do believe that there was ſuch a perſon as 


Jeſus Chriſt, and that he was ſent: into the 
world to inſtru and to ave. mankind, 1 


have another queſtion. to aſk. you, Are you 


convinced that the book called the New 


Teſtament faithfully informs you. of what he 


has commanded you to believe, and to prac- 


tiſe? If you are, you muſt remember, that 


this Sacrament is one of the things which he 


| moſt ſolemnly, and, as it were, with his 


dying breath, ordered all his followers - to 
celebrate till the end of the world. If then 
OO you 


3 e 
1 K | you neglect i it, on what pretence do you pre- 
if | am to call yourſelf a a Chtiſtian ? Look into 
if the and there you will ſee dhe . 
„ appointment of the Sacrament deſcribed; 


three of thoſe four perſonis who wrote ac- 
counts of our Saviour's life: one of them, 
St. Matthew, was preſent at the time; and 
the other two were informed of it by ſome 
of thoſe ho were likewiſe preſent: St. Mat- 
thew could not be deceived, as he faw with 
His Own eyes, and heard with his own ears; 
and St. Mark and St. Luke were not likely 
to be deceived; nor could any ef the three 
have any motive to impoſe upon others. You 
Tee; they have told us that it was Chriſt's po- 
fitive command, that we ſhould: partake | of 
| this Sacrament in remembrance of his ſuffer- 
| ings for our fake. How can y0⁰ then neglect 
5 10 obey him! It is uſual for men to comply 
* with the requeſts which even a common 
i 
1 


- friend makes to them on his death-bed, if 
they are not very unreaſonable” indeed; how 
can you then deny this 'moſt eaſy: one to the 

| _ greateſt friend that ever was if the world : to 

| one who ſpent his whole life in your ſervice, 
| and endured for your fake the' moſt painful 


* 7 4 4 <4 — 
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and ſhameful death; a requeſt which he 

1 t mate juſt at the . when he was going 
= to give this laſt wonderful proof of his af- _—_— 
26 | 


. 3 
| fefion for you.” But Chriſt was more 1 
your friend, hie was your maſter likewiſe, and. 
had an undoubted right to lay this or any 
other command upon you; ſo that if you will 
be ſo ungrateful, as not to comply with it 
as a requeſt, conſider and obey it as a com- 
mand. Remember, that in neglecting i it, vou 
will be guilty of rebellion, and expoſed. to 
the puniſhment due to that crime. Reflect 
alſo, that, beſides being your friend and your 
maſter, _ Chriſt” is to be your judge; and 
tremble at the thoughts of finding him pre- 
judiced againſt you. If you were to be tried 


for your life, and knew who was to try you, 


would you not, if you believed it poſfible, 
endeavout to make him friendly | to vou ? 
How much niore then ſhould you ſeek = 
make an intereſt in the favour of Chiilt, 
fore whoſe judgment ſeat you are to fand. 
when you are to be tried for your foul ] 


Some of you, perhaps, will plead, that 700 


do not ſee how fo fimple | an action as cating 
bread and drinking wine, in the manner pre- 
ſcribed, ſhould be of any ſervice to you; but 


let me counſel you to leave the event of it to 


God: that the action is commanded by him, 


| ought to be ſufficient to ſecure your obe- 


dience ; objections drawn from our'own ig⸗ 
norance, are, of all, the moſt unreaſonable. 
„„ | Naaman, 
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Nas aman, the ge 2 not FRY have: As 


ping ſeven times in the river Jordan, as he 


0 had Thee ordered by the Prophet, could cure 


him of his leproſy; and, he at firſt, with 
much contempt and indignation, refuſed to N 


comply; but he. was at laſt perſuaded, and 


experienced the al utary effects. If therefore | 


you have hitherto imitated Naaman i in his i in- 
Fr credulity, i imitate him e in his faith, : 


SE ES 


ments, 3 wa that which goes by his 


name, the Lord's Supper ; none, who call 
themſelyes ChiMtians, neglect the firſt ; why 


then do they neglect the latter? Suppoſe 


that all were to do, as you do, to refuſe com- 
plying with this poſitive command of Chriſt, 


the conſequence muſt be, that the Sacrament 


would be entirely laid, aſide; and what marks 
of God's indignation might follow, —it is 


_ dreadful but to think! Ten righteous per- 


ſons might formerly have ſaved a whole city, 
but they were not found: you remember the 
conſequence; the city was miſerably deſtroyed. 

The'number of thoſe who do not receive the 


Sacrament, is, 1 fear, greater than that of 
thoſe who do; but yet, thank Heaven ! there 
are multitudes, who both know and perform 


their duty in this reſpect ; I would have the 


negligent conſider, whether they do not _ 
their 


5 1 


"a preſervation to che W eg 
ſcarcely to be imagined, that God would per- 
mit even the exiſtence of 6 a nation, who called 
themſelves Chriſtians, and who knew what 
they ought to do, and who yet univerſally 
| omitted this moſt ſolemn act of their religion. 
There are ſome, I believe, of thoſe to 
"aa this treatiſe: 1s particularly: addreſſed, Ss 75 N 
who, though they confeſs. that they find in | 
their Teſtament this Sacrament ſtrictly en- 
joined, yet try to perſuade themſelves that the 
injunction does not extend to all men. But 
why do any of you think ſo? Do you find 
any exception? Why no, you cannot ſay 
that you do; but yet you plead, that ſo ſo- 
lemn a ceremony cannot have been meant for 
the labouring part of the world, becauſe their 
employments take up ſo much of their time, 
that they cannot prepare themſelves properly. 
But what! do you imagine that the Chriſtian 
religion was only intended for the uſe of the 
rich? Lou forget, ſurely, that Jeſus Chriſt,” 
when he was on earth, chiefly kept company 
with the poor, and addreſſed himſelf to them; 
and that he declared frequently, that the re- 
ligion which he preached more particularly 
belonged to them. Now the moſt ſolemn 
part of this religion is the Sacrament of the 
Leeds Supper; did Chriſt then mean to ex- 
B . _ clude : 
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ads the pane from. parking of TOY cr 5 
tainly not We have gr 
that the early Chriſtians x 
ment every time they r en esd bee ae Kh. 

Lord's day, at public worſhip ; moſt of them 

were of the poorer fort, and of courſe were 


Be. s 8 a : 
1 WWA . g PR 4 704 — „„ 


iged to get their livelibood by the labour 


of their hands; yet they found time to prepare 
- themſelves properly for the Sacrament ; why 
therefore cannot the poor of theſe days do the 
fſame Religion and worldly buſineſs may 
very well exift together. God forbidi that it 


ſhould not be ſo! for are not by far the larger 
part of mankind forced to/ maintain them- 


ſelves by worldly buſineſs, of ſome kind or 


other? What a number, therefore, would: be 
doomed to endlefs miſery, in the next world, 


if they could not take care of their ſouls, at 
the ſame time that they are providing for 


their preſent ſubſiſtence! Think not then 


that the Sacrament, or any other part of re- 
ligion, was intended only for thoſe, who have 


nothing elſe to do: it was intended for all; 

and he who for a ſhort time offers his de- 
votions to God, morning and evening, and is 
habitually grateful and pious towards him, 
honeſt and benevolent in his intercourſe with 


his brethren, temperate and ſober in his own 
conduct, and diligent at his particular calling, 


may 


AG +92 
ue ft aa to perform. any religious day 


as well as a man of the greateſt learning, and | 
the reateſt ſeifure. * ee re ol 5 


 Confotat ion m this Pays" ap Scruples by 


"which many are LI from ena 
1 Sacrament. aa x 


EFORE I enter on | this part 291 the ſub- 
ject, I ſhall put down that paſſage in St. 
Paiil's letter to the Corinthians; which, from 
its being miſunderſtood, has been the cauſe 
of thoſe fears and ſcruples, that I ſhall now 
endeavour to remove. I ſhall put down the 
whole paſſage, including all that goes before 
and follows it, which is any ways connected 
with it; for it is ſo only that we can come at 
the true ſenſe of the Scriptures, or indeed of 
any other book. By ſelecting particular parts, 
without an attention to the context, a book 
| may be made to ſay the very reverſe of what 
it does in reality. The words which are in- 
cloſed between brackets, are Dr. Whitby's 
the reader will find, that they throw light on 
the E to which they are joined. 1 Cor. 

Xi. 72 8 Now in this (other thing) that I 
2 B 2 „ 
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ban about 70) declare unto you, 2 praiſe you 
not Cvis.) that you come together ( as #5), 


not for the better but fax this . e IO 


18 For firſt of all, when you come together 
in the church, I hear that there be diviſions 
among you, and I partly believe 1 it 4 or 1 be= 


l true of ſome part of you). 13 
19 For (according to our Lord's a. 


Matth. xvii. 7-) there muſt be allo. herefies 


(or ſes) among you, that they who are 
approved ( God) may be made manifeſt | 


among you. 


20 When you come ; together, 3 


(thus) to one place, this is not (acting as i, 


you came) to eat the Lord's Supper (the * 


EA Chriſtian charity and communion). 


21 For in (your way of) eating, every one : 


taketh before ( the) other his own ſupper (nat 
tarrying for or regarding others ), and (/ it 
falls out, that) one (who had nothing to bring) 
is {/til[) hungry, and another (with his Hen) 


is drunken. 

22 What, have ye not b to eat Go” to 
drink in, or deſpiſe ye (thoſe poor Chriſtians 
who are members of ) the Church of God (as 
well as you ;) and ( put to) ſhame them that 
have not (what to eat or drink + ? ') What 
ſhall I fay toyou? Shall I praiſe you in doing Y 


this? I ee * not. 


23 To 


5 IS 48 « 21 4? 5 
533 17 To o come together thus, I fay, is not 9 
come as they ought to do, who aſſemble to eat 
the Lord's Supper; for I have received of 
the Lord, that which alſo I delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jeſus, the fame We in which 
3 00 was betrayed, took bread; | 
24 And when he had given daühg 0 
brike' "Tt" and ſaid (7 them all), Take, eat, 
this is my body which is broken for you, this 
do in remembrance of 1 me- + giving my —_ fo 
be broken for' you all.) 
235 After the ſame thinner he took ian cup, 
when he had ſupped, faying, This cup (that 
is, the wine contained in it) is the (memorial 
: of the) New Teſtament (or covenant ratified) | 
in my blood; this do ye, as oft as ye drink 
it, in demeter of me, 0 confirming this 
covenant with my blood. J* | 1 
26 For as often as ye eat chis bread, and 
drink this cup, ye do ſhew (by this memorial 
of it) the Lord's eat till he come (fo 
. mg e : 
| Wherefore, cee call eat this 
beta and drink this cup of the Lord un- 
worthily (as they muſt do who by this practice 
thwart the great deſign of this inſtitution, which 
wwas to ſhew his equal love to all, to whom he 
equally gave theſe elements, and to oblige us tg 
(ve i in a continual remembrance of it), ſhall be 
f 1 1 guilty 


K 


1 5 
28 But let a man examine « Bim 


| guiley of (uiilating the Secrament of )the body 
and blood of. the Lord. 
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and ſo 


| let him eat of that bread and drink of that cup, 


29 For he that cateth and drinketh: 


UnNWOTes 


| thily (as they who make theſe diviſions and dif 
Tinctions, and commit theſe diſorders,' when, they 
come together to eat the. Lord's Supper, do,) 
eateth and drinketh damnation (judgment): 9 
himſelf, not diſcerning the Lord's bod. 

30 For this cauſe (he nat diſcerning the 
Lord's body), many are weak and geh ng 


you, and many ſleep. 


31 For if we would (thus) 1 (and 55 A 8 
cern) ourſelves, we ſhould not be Judged (or 


thus puniſhed by God.) . 


32 But when (ueglcking this) we are judged; 
we are chaſtened of the Lord, that we ſhould 
not be condemned with the world, (but 
awakened by thoſe chaſiiſements to reform thoſe 
evil practices, which render us amm bs 


| condemnation. ) 


33 Wherefore, my Brethren (that hir mi 11 
carriage may be rectiſed), when ye come to- 
gether to eat (che Tn s nerd, n one 


34 And if any man hunger, let bien eat at 


home, that you come not together 
demnation. 


to CM 


The 


/ 


The Corinthians were à people of Greece, 
many of whom had been converted to Chtiſti- 
anity. It was a cuſtom with theſe to meet 

together frequently to fop ; the Tupper 1 was 
furniſhed by the wealthier" part of the aſ- 
ſembly, who each of them brought with him 
| ſomething towards it; and then, the whole 
being thrown into a common ſtock, rich and 
poor pattook of it together. This, I ſay, was 
the original deſign and practice; and theſe 
meetings were called Love-feaſts. They were 
pied: from meetings to which the Corin- 
thians had been uſed, before their converſion ; ; 
where the ſupper was furniſhed, in a ſimilar 
manner, by the contribution of the different 
gueſts; though, probably, among the un- 
converted, the various ranks did not meet ſo 
EL indiſcriminately, as among the Chriſtians. 
Now it appears to me, that the Corinthian 
Chriſtians imagined, that the Lord's Supper 
Was of the ſame nature as their club-ſuppers, 
or love-feafts ®, though they behaved at it ih 
: a manner which would have been very im- 


It may, perhaps, ait of a doubt whether the 8 
feaſts were of ſo early a date as this epiſtle of St. Paul's 
to the Corinthians; if they were not, their fault ſeems to 
have been, making no diſtinction between the Lord's 
Supper, and thoſe club-ſuppers to which they had been 
accuſtomed | in their Heathen ſtate, OR: 


= NE pg 


c 24) 


proper eyen nat them ; for they not only has ; 
without waiting for each other, but they 
who were richer, and able to bring with 
them a greater quantity of proviſions, eat and 
drank to exceſs, while the poorer part of 


the company were unable to get ſufficient to 


ſatisfy the calls of hunger. This improper 
and indecent manner of performing ſo ſacred 


a ceremony, the Apoſtle tells them, is very 


EN we. in 9 20th verſe he deſcribes 
As what 


* | There have been ſome, who ha man that St. 
Paul means to reprove the Corinthians, for thinking that 


the Sacrament was of the fame nature with the Paſcal 5 
feaſt, at which it was the cuſtom for the Jews | to drink 5 
freely: there have been others who have imagined, that 
the abuſes of which he complains, were not committed 
at the Sacrament, but at the Love-feaſt, which, they ſay, 
immediately preceded it. I cannot but think that they 
are both miſtaken. As to the firſt opinion, it is hardly 


credible (as Whitby obſerves) that the Corinthians. ſhould 
miſtake the Lord's Supper, of which they partook every 
week, for the Paſcal feaſt, which was celebrated only 
once a year. As to the ſecond opinion, that ſeems to 
be confuted by. this part of St. Paul's reproof, What, 
ee have ye not houſes to eat and to drink in!“ This, 


ſurely, he would not have ſaid, if he had been freaking 


concerning the Love-feaſts: : at thoſe, I preſume, there 

could be nothing wrong in their making a regular meal; 
it was meant that they ſhould do ſo. Abuſes which ob- 
| tained at the Sacrament itſelf, were, I think, alone in the 


Apoſtle 8 
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What their PET is: © 7 eating, every one my 


| "ff taketh before another his own ſupper, and 


one is hungry, and another is drunken. 
| « What (he goes on to day, in the 21ſt verſe,) 


* have ye not houſes to eat and to drink in, or 


« deſpiſe ye the church of God, and ſhame. 


them which have not! * That is, if you 
want to eat and drink, to fatisfy the calls of 


hunger, why, do not you do it at home? 


Why do you treat with contempt your fellow 


Chriſtians, and inſult them by the ſhew of 
an abundance, which you do not permit them 


to ſhare? The words, © Church of God,” 


mean here, not the place, but the people 
who were aſſembled together to ſerve God; 


and the words, "YH them which have not, 


mean the perſons who have not proviſions 
with them. St. Paul, having told them their 


fault, proceeds to lay before them the firſt 8 


appointment or inſtitution of the Sacrament, 
that rhey may ſee, that it was of a different 


nature from a common meal. This he does 


Apoſtle” s mind; the be behaved at it juſt as they 
did at a common meal, juſt as they « did at their Love-feaſts, 
but, indeed, as it would have been highly ſcandalous to 
have done even at them. Their intemperance and diſre- 
gard to their poor brethren would have been extremely 


blameable on any occaſion 3 how much more then, when | 


the ceremony was of ſo ſacred a nature! 
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need not repeat: and f in the zöth he tells 
them the reaſon and end of the inftitation ; ; 
As often as ye eat this bread, and drink 
„ this cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's death till 
he come; that is, ye do perform a ſo- 
lemn and important ion: repreſenting. your 
| Redeemer's death, in its moſt affecting cir- 
cumſtances; which Chriſtians of all ages 
muſt continue to do, till Chriſt s ſecond com- 
ing to cloſe the preſent ſcene. *©© Wherefore” 
| (he proceeds) that is, ſince the intent of the 
appointment of this cerempny is of ſo facred 
a nature, whoſoever ſhall eat this bread, 
* and drink this cup of the Lord anworthily, 


in the $34, 24th, and 25th'y 


«© ſhall be guilty of the body and blood of 


* the Lord;” the meaning of which is, who- 
ſoever ſhall vierfornh this action in an irreve- 
trend manner, without a due regard to the 
deſign of it; whoſoever ſhall make no dif- 

ference botwees the Sacrament and a com- 

mon meal, will be guilty of treating the death 

of Chriſt with diſreſpect and contempt. ** But 
* let a man examine himſelf, and fo let him 
* eat of that bread and drink of that cup; 
* for he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, 
* eateth and drinketh damnation (judgment it 
_*, ſhould be) to himſelf.” Let a man exa- 
mine whether he underſtands the nature and 
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desen of dhe ceremony nich 3 ein 
to perform; let him fix the meaning of it 


ſtrongly in hi, 


who made no difference between the Lord's 


Supper and a common meal (for this is clearly 
what St. Paul means, as the whole paſſage 
ſhews, and Pant the words at the end 


of this very verſe, not diſcerning the Lord's 


*© body,” that is, not making a diſtinction | 
in fayour of the bread and wine eaten and 
drank on this occaſion), he, by ſo doing, be- 
comes expoſed to be judged, and, if he does 
not repent, puniſhed by God. Damnation 


here is unqueſtionably a wrong tranſlation ; 


it ſhould be condemnation, or judgment; and 


it certainly-does not relate to the next world, 
as is evident from the following verſe ; © For 


** this cauſe, many among you are ſick and 


35 


1 weakly, and many ſleep ; many among 


you have been viſited with diſeaſes, in order 
to call you to a ſenſe of your guilt ; and 


others, who, in ſpite of all warning, have 


remained impenitent, have died. Theſe ex- 


f 


is mind, by frequent conſider- 
ation; let him remember what infinite ob- 
ligations he owes to Chriſt, for having done 
and ſuffered ſo much for him; and after 
this, or in this frame of mind, let him come 
to the Lord's table: for if he eateth and 
Ainbeth unworthily, like the Corinthians, 


65 28 5 3 NS - 

3s bees then clearly only 2 to phnich: | 
ments in this life. The next verſe but one 

© (the 32d) furniſhes us with ſtill further proof 
bodlf the propriety of this interpretation; in it St. 

Paul afferts, that thoſe who were ** judged,” 

were chaſtened” by the Lord (in order 
clearly to their amendment), that they might 

not be finally condemned with the impenitent 
world. Now the word judged might juſt as 
well have been tranſlated damned here, as 
damnation is put inſtead of judgment, in the 
29th verſe: ſubſtitute damned then for judged, 
and you will ſee that it makes the verſe di- 

eos contradict itſelf; it muſt therefore be 

wrong; whence. you may ſafely draw the 
cocklufcn, that it ought to be Judgment 
inſtead of damnation above. In a manner 
ſimilar to this have almoſt all the learned 
men, who have written on this ſubject, ex- 
plained theſe paſſages. Vou ſee then that the 
threats againſt thoſe who receive un worthily, 
are not ſo great as you may have imagined; ; 
not but what they are guilty of ſin, but their 
fin is by no means unpardonable ; if they re- 

pent and endeavour to do better in future, 

that, as well as any other, will be forgiven 

them. The fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 

which has no likeneſs to this, is the only one 


pronounced by the Scriptures to be unpardon- 
able. 


ff 


5 ral 15 29 ) . 
. "Now ſee likewiſe, that * particular 
| fin of which the Corinthians were guilty. is, 
making no difference between the Sacrament 
and a common meal, not permitting their 
poor brethren to ſhare with them, and drink - 
ing even to drunkenneſs. Now as we par- 
take of the Lord's Supper in a totally different 
manner, St. Paul's threats, even if they were 
as great as ſome ſuppoſe them, do not appear 
to concern us. Upon the whole, if your 
fears and ſcruples ariſe from this paſſage only, 
you may clearly diſmiſs them, or at leaſt you 
may ſo far moderate them, as not to ſuffer 
them to prevent you from partaking of * 

moſt ſolemn act of your religion. 
hut poſſibly you have other ſcruples, 1 
the great ſolemnity of the ceremony ſtrikes 
into you. When I have occaſionally been 
preſſing a perſon to come to the Lord's table, 
I have had it faid to me, Oh, Sir, a perſon 
*. ought to be very good to come to a cere- 
L mony of that kind:”—to be ſure he ought; 


_ that is, he ought to be as good as he can; 


and fo he ought before he comes to church, 


or offers any prayers or praiſes to God of any 
kind; but ſtaying away from the Sacrament, 


and abſtaining from all kind of devotion, 


- will not make him better; on the contrary, 


it will plunge him into a moſt deſperate and 
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 irrecoverable ws: If we ti 10 be 


though they may fall far fs 1 
s in vain for us to wait till we are e enen . 
none but thoſe wholly or even nearly faultleſs = 
approached God's table, how ſmall would be 
the number of gueſts! Who ean waſh his 


hands in innocency, that ſo he may approach _ 


God's altar? There is not a man alive, who 
ſins not! Permit me to aſk you, you who 
ſatisfy yourſelf, under your abſence from the 

. Sacrament, with the excuſe that you are not 
good enough to partake of it, ſuppoſing that 
you were to die in that ſtate, do you think 
that, if you are not good. enough to meet at 
your Redeemer's table here on earth, you 
ſhall be thought good enough to enjoy his 

| ſociety in heaven, together with ſaints and 
angels? Confider well of this! 1 ſhould 
| ſuppoſe, that an higher degree' of holineſs is 
neceſſary, to ſecure to us an admittance into 
the manſions of the bleſſed, than what might 
entitle us, very ſafely, to celebrate our Lord's 
Supper here on earth. Should you plead, 
that you hope to become better, and that then 
you will joyfully meet your brethren at the 
Lord's table, that is too'ſtale a pretence to be 


deſerving of a ſerious anſwer. Among all the 
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cauſes of perdition to the fouls of r men, there 
7M 


| thus cauſeleſsly, thus i in vain. 
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1 is none ſo fruitful. as procraſtination. Surely 
you are. not fo abſurd as to think, that you 
avoid the danger to which your fins expoſe 
vou, by abſtaining from the Sacrament; ſurely 
you do not. imagine, becauſe. you have heard 
that repentance is neceſſary before you come 
to the Lord's table, that it is not neceſſary, if 
you never come at all :—it is always ſo; and 
by ſtaying away from thence, inſtead of eſcap- 
ing any dangers, you will only add to them 
that of diſobedience to an I command 


of Chrift. 


2 ſhould not omit to injection, what i Is it 
ſerted of ſome. perſons, that they carry their 
terrors concerning this Sacramet ſo far, as 
to ſuppoſe every ſin which they commit, after , 
receiving it, to be unpardonable, This notion 


is not only not ſupported by the Scriptures, 


but it is, I had almoſt ſaid, directly contra- 
dicted by them. All the apoſtles were pre- 


fent at the firſt appointment of this Sacra- 


ment; ; they partook of it from the hands of 


Chrift himſelf; yet immediately / afterwards 
they were all guilty of the ſin of forfaking, 
and St. Peter, in particular, of repeatedly de- 


nying him. Does any one entertain a doubt 


of their being forgiven ?—The argument is 
deciſive; let us not then diſquiet ourſelves 
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the Sacrament. 


I 1 dtcufling this part of ˖ Fre fabject, I tall 


touch only on the * natural benefits which 
reſult from receiving the Sacrament, and ſuch 


pect: for though I do not abſolutely contra- 
dict thoſe, who inſiſt on the Sacrament con- 


veying to us ſupernatural benefits, yet, as 1 


am not convinced that we have any autho- 


nefits are of themſelves abundantly ſufficient 
to prevail on a rational perſon to be a frequent 


communicant. The firſt benefit which 1 ſhall 


* By natural benefits, I mean ſuch as we can account 


for, from the nature of the ceremony which we perform; 


by ſupernatural benefits, I mean ſuch as are ſaid to be 
conveyed to us myſteriouſly and miraculouſly; ſome af- 


firming, that, by eating and drinking the conſecrated 
bread and wine, an inſtant change is made both in out 


ſtate and diſpoſition ; that, from being objects of God's 
diſpleaſure, we become in a moment objects of his favour z 
and receive ſupplies of his grace in a more abundant de- 
gree, and in an entirely different manner, than what we 
deſerve or acquire by the worthy ee of nw. 
ether rfligious action. | | 

mention 
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as reaſon will tell us we may certainly ex- 


rity from Scripture, to aſſure us of them, 1 
do not chuſe to preſs them. The natural be- 


. EY 33 5 | 
mention, is hits rem 


8 ment, we obey a plain command of Chriſt's, 


which, by not partaking of the Sacrament, 
we ſhould violate; we reap, therefore, the 
advantage of being conſidered, in this in- 


| ſtance, as obedient ſubjects, and eſcape the 


crime and danger of diſobedience. From this 
| obedience we might have been ſure that ſome 
benefit to ourſelves would ariſe, even though 
we were unable to give any actount of the 
nature of that bMefit, and for this reaſon ;—all 
the commands of God are laid on us, not for 
the good of him who laid them, but of us on 
vvhom they are laid; nothing which we can 
do, can poſſibly be of any uſe to him, con- 
ſequently whatever he exacts of us is for our 
own fakes. But we are not left in the dark 
concerning many of the benefits which ariſe 
from obeying the divine command, with re- 
ſpe& to the Sacrament ; they are ſufficiently 
| palpable and obvious. In the Lord's Supper 
/ we eat bread and drink wine, in remembrance 


of Chriſt's death for our ſake; we cannot 


therefore (at leaſt it is very incredible that 
we ſhould) do this, without having ſtrongly 
preſent to our minds, what great things he 
did and ſuffered for us: at the ſame time, 
then, that we ſhew our gratitude, we are 


taking the moſt likely means to increaſe it. 
-, . 


1 e 5 1 =71 
70 meditate upon n his goodneſs to 8 Y 
ticulary when we are performing ſo awful a . 
ceremony, ſo fit to place it hefore us in the 

moſt glowing colours, cannot fail deeply to 
impreſs us with the ſenſe of it; and the more 
frequently we perform this ceremony, in all. 
| probability the more deeply. Now this gra- 
titude is of itſelf very acceptable to God but 
if it be ſincere, it will not ſtop here; its ef- 
fects will extend far beyond the time that we 
are at the Lord's table, and it will manifeſt 
itſelf, not by our lips only, but in our lives 
alſo. We cannot but know, that it is to no 
purpoſe to bs grateful to a benefactor, if we 
live in the conſtant neglect of his wiſhes and 
commands; we cannot but know, that it is 
to no purpoſe to cry out to our Redeemer, 
Lord, Lord, if we do not the things which 
Y he faid. The ſum of his commands was, 
piety to God, benevolence to men, temper- 
ance, ſobriety, and chaſtity in our on con- 
duct; the more grateful we are to him, the 
more we ſhall feel the neceſſity of paying re- 
ſpect to theſe commands; the Sacrament there 
fore, which creates or increaſes our gratitude, 
has an evident tendency to make us better men, 
and conſequently to aſſiſt us in our nd 
* the * of heaven. . 


* 


| Another 


* 
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Another * which we derive from the 
| Sacrament is, that it fixes in our minds a deep 
ſenſe of the deteſtable and ruinous nature of 
ſin. This it is certainly well calculated to 


do, ſince in it we commemorate the cruel 
to which Jeſus Chriſt ſubmitted, to 


waſh away and atone for the ſins of men; the 


death of the only ſon of God, which ſeems 
to have been abſolutely requiſite, in order to 
reconcile God to us, even though) repentant 


and amending. 
It is almoſt too obvious to mention, that 


God is much more likely to confer bleſſings 
on thoſe who conſcientiouſly obey the com- 


mands of Chriſt, in this particular, than on 


thoſe who neglect them; and more eſpecially 


that greateſt of all bleſſings, the inward aſ- 
 fiſtance of his Holy Spirit, to preſerve them 
from vice, and to lead them to virtue : but 

I do not think theſe bleflings confined to a 
worthy receiving of the Sacrament, but vouch- 


ſafed likewiſe, though not perhaps in an equal 
degree, as a reward to the diligent diſcharge 


of all other parts of Chriſtian duty, 


Some have ſaid, that by receiving the Sa- 
crament worthily, we ſecure to ourſelves par- 
don of all our paſt fins; but let us remember 
what they mean by the word worthily. They 
mean, that before we come to the Sacrament, | 

| E 1 f we 


eib all have Bricerely repented of ev | 
in which we had offended. God, and ſhall 


| have ſerioifly reſolyed to live teligiouſy and 


virtuouſly in future. Now, if we have done 
this, and if we keep ſtedfaſtly dur reſdlutions, 
I agree with them, that we ſhall certainly ob- 
tain forgiveneſs; but whether there he any 
peculiat virtue in the Sacrament, which pro- 
cures this forgiveneſs, whether the Sacrament 
be the only, or the chief means of procuring 
it, I am not prepared to ſay. I ſhould rather 
ſuppoſe that we ought to eſteem it as no more 
than one out of many requiſites to this defire- 
able end. I am very ſire, that 1 receiving the 
Sacrament ever ſo often will not obtain for- 
giveneſs for us, if we neither repent before we 
receive it, nor amend our lives afterwards; on 
the other hand, I will readily grant that a ane 
cere penitent does not do all he can, I will 
readily grant that he omits one great eſſential 
of his religion, if he negle& to obey Chriſt's 
command in this particular, whenever he can 
find or make an opportunity. But yet I do 
not think the Sacrament ſo far indiſpenſably 
requiſite to his pardon, that if he ſhall have 
ſincerely repented of his ſins, and ſhall have 
given proof of the ſincerity of his repentance, 
by the reformation of his life, but ſhall be 


hurried to the graye before he has had it in 
his 


KA 


his Peet to approach the Lord's table, I do 
not think the Sacrament ſo far indiſpenſably 5 
requiſite to his pardon, that on account of 
this involuntary omiſſion, he ſhould be de- 
prived of everlaſting happineſs. On the whole, 
I eſteem it an unneceſfary queſtion to aſk, and 
2 queſtion which it is impoſſible to deter- 
mine, whether or not it be the Sacrament 
which procures for us the forgiveneſs of our 
fins; ſince they who moſt ſtrenuouſly aſſert 
it, muſt confeſs that the Sacrament will not 
do alone, but that repentance of ſin, and 
unendment of life muſt be joined to it; while 
they, on the other hand, who place their 
hopes of pardon'chiefly on this repentance and 
amendment, will yet allow, that it. is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to add to theſe, when practi- 
cable, the grateful commemoration of our 


Redeemer's death, according to the W 
which he has preſcribed. 


To ſum up the whole of what has ben = 


ſaid above in a few words, all the advantages, 
which I can take upon me to affirm with any 
. degree of certainty, that you will receive from 
the Sacrament, are theſe; you will be con- 
fidered by God, in this particular inſtance, -as 
obedient ſubjects, and you will in a manner 
bind yourſelves, and will therefore have-an 
additional motive to be faithful; you will 

C 5 ſhew 


a C7 
ſhew forth your gratitude to the 0 I 


all poſſible benefactors, to him who laid down 


his life for your ſake; and, by thus doing, 


you will engage him to favour you with ſtill 
further inſtances of his affection for you ; you - 
will beſides increaſe this gratitude, by thus 


openly and expreſhvely exhibiting it, and you 
will be the more ſtrongly incited to produce 
the proper fruits of it, piety; | benevolence, 


temperance, ſobriety, and chaſtity. One thing 
more; you will fee, in a ſtrong light, the ug- 


lineſs and danger of fin, when you perform a 


ceremony repreſenting, the cruel ſufferings and 


death of the only begotten Son of God, which 


appear to have been neceſſary to reconcile him 


to thoſe who had been' guilty of it. Surely 
all this may well be called, the ſtrength- 


ening and refreſhing of your ſouls.“ If there 
are perſons who inſiſt, that, by eating the con- 


ſecrated bread and wine, ſome myſterious, ſu- 
pernatural, and inexplicable favours and graces 
are conveyed to us, I will not abſolutely con- 
tradict them; I defire to be looked on, not 
as denying this doctrine, but as not thinking 
that I have ſufficient grounds to inculcate it. 
e do not ſee that it is clearly revealed, and 
I am therefore of opinion, that, however true 


it may be, the belief of it cannot be important 


to ſalvation. 5 * 
| | SECT, 
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On «ihe Preparation neceſſary 1 partekin 17 
1 _ the Lord's Supper. 78 8 


* U 8 T ani in the firſt ales; thas 
every one who has that knowledge of the 
| Sacrament, of its nature, and its end, which 
every Chriſtian ought to have (and which 
all, if they attend to the Scriptures, and to 
what they hear from the pulpit might have), 
and who can charge himſelf with no groſs 
offences, either againſt God or man, every 
one of this deſcription may partake of the 
Lord's Supper, at any time, without any par- 
ticular preparation. What I mean is this, 
that if ſuch a perſon happens, by chance, to 
be at any place where the Sacrament is ad- 
miniſtered, though he did not know of it be- 
forehand, he may ſafely partake of it. But 
when any one, who is even the beſt informed, 
and who lives the moſt virtuouſly, has pre- 
vious notice of a Sacrament (which is gene- 
rally the caſe), he will do well, at-leaſt for 
the week before, to meditate ſeriouſly on the 
firſt appointment, the nature, and the deſign 
of it, and to offer daily his moſt hearty pray- 
ers to God, that he may receive it thank- 
fully and devoutly. Our preparation then 
N : 8 cCionſiſts 


ce) 


N conſiſts of od: parts, one pertaining to the | 
underſtanding, the other to the heart. 85 
to the ſirſt, the underſtandings, —_— 5 
deavour to impreſs upon it, by frequent read- 
ing and meditation, all the circumſtances re- 
lating to the life, ſufferings, and death of 
Chriſt, and the benefits which ariſe to man- 
kind from them; we are to cauſe it do dwell 
more particularly upon his firſt inſtitution of 
this ceremony; upon its nature, which is a 
ſolemn commemoration of Chriſt's body 
broken, and his blood ſbed upon the croſs 
for our ſake; and upon its deſign, which is 
to keep up a perpetual remembrance of what 
he has done for us, until his coming again at 
tho laſt day to judge the world. A right un- 
derſtanding in theſe particulars, is the firſt 
and chief ingredient in our preparation, be- 

cauſe it is that, out of which the other, a 
right diſpoſition of heart, muſt be 33 
This latter, I think, conſiſts in fervent gra- 
titude for the obligations which we owe to 
him whoſe death we celebrate, and in firm 
faith in the benefits which that death has 
procured for us, in deep ſorrow for all the of- 
fences which we may have committed againſt 
him, with reſolute purpoſes to be more obe- 
dient to his commands in future; and laſtly, 
in ſincere 2 to all our fellow creatures. 
e That 


That a e  difpaſed is requiſite; fore 
ticularly to the worthy partaking of the Sa« - 
crament, I confeſs, I know not of any er 


preſs authority in the Scriptures, but the nature 


of the thing and common ſenſe proclaim it. 
As to the two firſt mentioned diſpoſitions, 
gratitude and faith, there can be no queſtion; 
for if we are not thankful for Chriſt's death, 
and if we do not believe that it has been of 
ſervice to us, what do we mean by the cere- 


that we can mean nothing. In like manner, 
it appears to be very unnatural, and almoſt 
impoſſible, when we are performing an action 
expreſſive of our thankfulneſs for the greateſt 
benefit. which ever. was or can be conferred, 
that we ſhould not feel forrow, if we have, 
gt any time, acted contrary to our bene» 
imured, wounded, and diſpleaſed him, and 
that we ſhould not form reſolutions of being 
more circumſpect in future. If we do not 
feel any ſentiments of this kind, the fincerity 
of our gratitude and faith may well be queſ- 
_ tioned: With reſpe&t to the laſt-mentioned 
_ conſtituent part of a right diſpoſition of heart, 
which I have aſſerted to be a ſincere affection 
for our fellow - creatures, recollet what the 
Lord's dapper commemorates the greateſt 
N * 


0 42 ) TT. 
poſiible . of loye, a ſacrißes of life, 


for the ſake of the parties beloved Is it poſ- 


ſible that we can join properiy i in this com- 
memoration, without feeling ourſel ves in- 
flamed by the example; without calling to 
mind, how often Chriſt himſelf recommended 
it to our imitation; without recollecting and 
obeying his repeated injunctions, that, as he 
has loved us; ſo ſhould we. love one another; 
without ſetting before us the ſcene, which he 
has deſcribed in ſo lively a manner, as taking 
place at the day of judgment, when our 
final allotment will be determined by our 
fertility or barrenneſs in theſe fruits, which 
this affection for our fellow. creatures pro- 
duces? But here a queſtion will, perhaps, be 
put by ſome; what is a perſofi to do, who 
neither poſſeſſes any' of theſe requiſites to 2 
worthy reception of the Sacrament, nor can 
prevail on himſelf to endeavour to attain 
them? A very needleſs, and, in my opinion, 
impertinent queſtion ! For, in the firſt place, 
I hope that there are few, very few, who, in 
its utmoſt extent, are concerned in the ſo- 
lution of it; and as to thoſe who are, that is 
men who neither have, nor intend to acquire, 
gratitude, faith, repentance, or charity, what, 
I beg, have they to do either with the Sacra- 


ment, or with any other part of religion ? 
Whether 


4 


| Whether they. meet at the Lord's tables: or 
whether they abſtain from it, ſeems to be a 
matter of no moment. But vary the queſtion 
a little, and ſay, what is a perſon to do 
* who feels that he is deficient in tlieſe 
6 Chriſtian diſpoſitions at preſent, but who 
* humbly hopes that the time will come, 
«© when he ſhall more fully attain them? 
And I have a very different reply to make; - 
let him do what he can; let him have an 


humble n of his unworthineſs, but let it * 
not keep him from celebrating the death of FEY BY: 


his Redeemer. The ceremony itſelf is one 
among many other means, perhaps it. is of 
all the, moſt efficacious, to render him more 
worthy in future, by exciting in him ſeri- 
ous reflection, and turning him to piety and vir- 
tue. It is ſcarcely poſſible, that his thoughts 
ſhould not be of a graver eaſt, at leaſt 
for a [ſhort time, both before and after his 
partaking of ſo ſolemn a rite; it is ſcarcely 
poſſible, that his wicked or heedleſs courſe of 
life ſhould not ſuffer a ſmall intermiſſion ; 
and though, after a while, he ſhould relapſe 
into his old cuſtoms, yet even theſe fleeting 
fits of conſideration or virtue, which, like the 
morning cloud and the early dew, ſo ſoon 
paſs away, are preferable to an uninterrupted 
courſe of vice or thoughtleſſneſs. It may 
R © pleaſe 
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pleaſe God, and if perſiſted in, it is is 9 
bable that it will, that inſenſibly they wil! 
win upon him; by degrees will grow into 
habit, and conduce to the ſaving of his ſoul 
and body. Let not any one be terrified by 
thoſe expreſſions, which he meets with in the 
exhortation in our Communion ſervice: they 


are grounded on thoſe paſſages. in St. Paul's 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians, which I have al- 


ready explained, and have no other founda- 
tion than what they derive from them. That | 


theſe paſſages are not fo alarming as ſome 
have imagined, has been already proved. 


Neither let any one be diſturbed, nor preven- 


ted from approaching the Lord's table, if he 
ſhould not have ſufficient leiſure, or ſufficient 


_ reſolution, to go through all the preparation 


of prayers and meditations, which is recom- 
mended in many of the books written on this 


ſubject. Some of theſe, however well meant, 


have, I fear, been productive of unhappy ef- 
fects, filling the minds of many, who attend 
on this ceremony, with diſquiet and alarm, 
and driving not a few altogether away from 
it. With 'reſpe&t to prayers, I am of opi- 
nion that conciſeneſs (to ſpeak in general) 
contributes greatly to attention and fervour, 


while the length, to which they are drawn out 
by ſome writers, is apt to bring on languor 


and 


9 1 


28d caldnefs,” Now it cannot be Jonbwed -but 
that it is the heart, with which we pray, not 
the number of words, that we uſe, of which 


God will take an account. Te ſome of tho 
meditations alſo, which I haye ſeen, I have 
objections, both as being too flighty for ra» 
tional, manly devotion, and as bearing too 
openly, on the very face of them, the deſign 


of moving the paſſions, than which nothing 


| ſo ſoon defeats its own end, “ There is 
* fomething delicate in the nature of the af- 
fections and paſſions, which are found ready 


* enough to riſe, and exert themſelves in all 


e their ſtrength upon the appearance of cheir 
proper objects; they wait for no other ſig- 


4 nal; but are each in order in their ſtations; 
$e+ arid prepared to execute the parts allotted 
them in the œconomy of nature. But if 


there is any apprehenſion of deſign or art, 


* any ſuſpicion, as it were, ſpread among 
them of an intention to draw them out for 


other purpoſes than their own, they become 
T reſerved and backward, cold and lifeleſs in 
their operations; and, in ſhort, diſcover in 


. every reſpect the ſymptoms of an unwilling 
obedience. The beſt book to read on the 
life, ſufferings, and death of Chriſt, is the 


+, Orlen. 
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« Is D | 
New Teſtament; every eh there is ple 


and natural; the naked facts are related with-" 
out either ornament or amplification; indeed 
they diſdain the one, and are not ſuſceptible 


of the other; all language beyond mere de- 
ſcription finks under them; if attentively con- 
fidered, they will of themſelves ſupply every 5 
Chriſtian with abundant food for meditation, 


which, ariſing ſpontaneouſly in his own mind, 


will be more likely to be attended with its 
proper fruits, faith, piety, gratitude, benevo- | 


lence, than if it were excited by the reaſon- 
ings and ſuggeſtions of others. Not that I 


would decline all aids, but I would with thoſe 


who, either from their education or courſe of 


life, have no reaſon to depend on their own 


judgments, to ſeek the advice of thoſe, whom - 
they think better ſkilled than themſelves, in 


the choice of books proper for them to read. 
T will conclude this chapter with a remark, 


which poſſibly may be deemed a repetition ; 
but I would wiſh to leave it impreſſed on the 


minds of mygreaders. It is this; they who 
never partake of the Sacrament at all, have 
only God's mercy to truſt to for the ſalvation 
of their ſouls; why then ſhould not they, 


- who 40 partake of it (though not perhaps in 
ſo worthy a manner as they ought), truſt to 


the 


” - 


the ſame mercy? Surely God is-more likely 


to extend his compaſſion to thoſe who have 


been conſcientiouſly deſirous of doing their 


duty, in this. one great particular, than to 
thoſe who live in conſtant diſobedience to a 


moſt expreſs command of Chriſt.” 


THE EN D. 


* 


7 
T ̃ ——ů— — 


* 


= 


* 


Saas R 
R 
N ( 
i * | 
” x. 


* 
2 - by * nd 
. - — 


1 | 
- 
6 - 
= 
- 
i CY 
% 
= 
- 
LY ; 
%, 7 
+t | 
. N ; 
* 2 7 
, E. 
- \ * 
— * "2 
— 4 
a * 
2 
| * 
1 * 
TY 
= 
| — 
« 
+, - : 
T | ; 
* | | 
7 , 0 . 
3 
* 
© 
| — 
a 
. 
* * 
* 
% 
, 
| « 
* 
* 
* 


— 
— 
* 
. _ — 
. 9 i 
» 
* 
” 
> | 

N 1 

* : 
- 5 : . 
BIS ad .* 2 3-0 9% ©, > "pa * 

* * 7 8 = | 
2 — - 
3 — 


. 


. — 


8 - 
— 


—— 
: 
— 


5 —— 
42 N g 4 2 


